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WORKSHOP: The Greek Flora - conservation and applied perspectives 

 

Convenor: Costas A. Thanos (Organised by the Hellenic Botanical Society) 

 

Facilitators: Panayotis Dimopoulos (PG), Costas A. Thanos (CAT), Kyriacos Georghiou 

(KG) 

 

Short Description. A. Introduction on the Hellenic Botanical Society (CAT). B. The 

ongoing, collaborative project of the Vascular Plants Checklist of the Greek Flora 

(PD). C. Conservation initiatives, prioritization and perspectives towards 

safeguarding the vast, native plant diversity of Greece, either ex situ (seed banks and 

botanic gardens) or in situ (in protected or otherwise natural ecosystems) (CAT). D. 

Potential for applications: describing and exploring cases of both direct uses of 

native Greek plants (e.g. cultivation, culinary, pharmaceutical, floriculture) and less 

obvious ones (KG). 

 

 

Conclusions 

1. Upon the completion of the Vascular Plants of Greece: an annotated checklist 

(published in 2014), a new initiative should be launched for the compilation 

of a novel Red List of Threatened Plants of Greece. 

2. The novel Red List will use all recent, available lists and resources and has to 

be an extensive, updated, bilingual (Greek / English) and prioritized (on the 

basis of appropriate assessments). 

3. It has been noted that for the entire floristic region of East Aegean (which 

includes Chios Island), no Management Authorities for Natura 2000 sites 

have been established (while 28 ones exist already for the rest of Greece). It 

is suggested that at least one such Management Authority be established in 

the near future. 

4. Several proposals have been suggested for the compilation of lists referring 

(a) to cases of extinctions as well as rediscoveries of Greek plant species, (b) 

heavy metal hyperaccumulating plants of the Greek flora and (c) instructions 

for native plant propagation (where botanic gardens can be important 

players in testing and developing protocols of germination, seedling growth 

and outplanting). 

 

 


